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Title

Visual Ethnography of Preschool Teachers' Perception of a ""Good Preschool Teacher"

Abstract

This study used visual ethnography to examine the image that Japanese early childhood educators have of a "good
preschool teacher." Data were obtained from 143 preschool teachers. To stimulate discourse, the teachers were asked to
view four video clips of preschool activities: role-playing in the kitchen, sand box, trampolines, and handicraft. Then,
they wrote comments on a worksheet. The teachers' comments on these video clips were analyzed qualitatively using a
modified grounded theory approach. The image of a "good preschool teacher" was closely connected with "child
centeredness." Other categories extracted from the analysis included "understands children," "facilitates children's
activities," "organizes children's social network," and "constructs an optimal environment." The main findings were
that there were no differences in the comments made by novice and experienced teachers, that "teacher centeredness"
tended to be recognized as "an image of an undesirable preschool teacher," and that the video clips tended to draw
impressions only about the witnessed objective information. Nevertheless, the video clips would probably affect
participants' speculation and their interpretation of information that was not included in the visual material. Further
research is needed to develop more information on the image of a good teacher, and to evaluate the possibility of using
video clips for training teachers in early childhood education.
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